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Current Commerce syllabus written in 
2003 

• Current Commerce syllabus is 11 years old. 
• Still can be adapted to 2014: 
     - E.g. -Consumer Choice – Payment options 
                  - “changes over time and the  
                      impact of technology” 
               - Many topics end with “current issues” 
•  BOSTES has no plans at present to write a  
      new syllabus. 
• ACARA has recently released the  Australian 
     Curriculum: Economics and Business Years 5-10 



Structuring a course 

• Core Part 1 and Core Part 2 must be studied  
     for 40 hours indicative hours each. 
• Options – 15-25 indicative hours each 
      - Each option builds on the essential learning of the core 
        and allows teachers and students to extend core learning. 
• 100 hour course  
     - Students may study either Core Part 1 
        or Core Part 2 and a minimum of three  
        options OR Core Part 1 and Core Part 2 
        and one option. 
• 200 hour course 
     - Students study Core Part 1 and Core Part 2 
       and a minimum of five options. 



Syllabus aim , objectives and 
outcomes 

• The assessment of each student’s 
achievement must reflect the extent to which 
the student has achieved the: 

     - aim 

     - objectives 

     - outcomes 

    of the Commerce syllabus. 



Planning for effective learning and 
assessment 



Aim – From Commerce syllabus 

• ..... to enable young people to develop the  

    knowledge, understanding and skills to research and 
develop solutions to  

    - consumer 

    - financial 

    - legal  

    - business 

    - and employment issues 

    in order to make informed and responsible decisions as 
individuals and as part of the community. 



Commerce as a taste tester for Business 
Studies, Economics and Legal Studies 

• Tell students they “can do more of this” in 
Years 11 and 12. 

• Students can begin to develop their skills 

    in relation to answering multiple choice, 

    short answer and extended response  

    questions. 



Order of  topics 

• Foundational concepts and terms are  
       introduced in “Consumer Choice”: 
     - commercial decisions 
     - comparison shopping 
     - where to buy 
     - consumer protection 
     - a contract 
     - payment choices 
• Time topics to link in with events/competitions during the year: 
      - Run a business - Mothers Day/Fathers Day  
      - Election/s 
      - Money Stuff Competition 
      - ASX Sharemarket Game 
      - CPA PYOE Competition 
       



School developed option 

• Across a 100 hour course or a 200 hour course 

    students may only study ONE school 
developed option. 

• The selection of a SDO should not overlap 

    with or be preparation for Stage 6 subjects. 

• E.g. – ASX Sharemarket Game 

           -  Mock Trial 

           -  CPA PYOE Competition 

 



Assessment in Commerce 

 Stage 5 grading 
      - Schools are responsible for awarding each student a grade (A, B, C, D, or E) to 

summarise the students achievement in any 100 hour or 200 hour course 
completed in Stage 5. 

 
 The grade awarded is reported on the student's Record of School Achievement. 

 
 In developing and selecting assessment activities for the purpose of determining 

Stage 5 grades, teachers will use a range of different assessment activities or tasks.  
 

 Where activities or tasks are scheduled throughout a course, greater weight for 
grading purposes would generally be given to those activities or tasks undertaken 
towards the end of the course.  

 
 Values and attitudes are an integral part of learning. However, information on 

students' values and attitudes is not to be used in determining grades. 
 



Don’t just assess when it’s time for an 
assessment task 

• Give students practice – practice makes 
success! 

• Spelling test 

• Paper quizzes 

• Online quizzes 

 



Online quizzes 

• Moneysmart website ( under “Tools and 
Resources”): 

     - Borrowing and credit quiz 
     - Investing quiz 
     - Hybrid securities quiz 
     - Managing your money quiz 
     - Scams quiz 
     - Superannuation and retirement quiz 
     - Under 25s quiz 
     - Women and money quiz 
 

 



Online Quizzes 

• The Duval High School (Armidale) Social Science faculty 
have developed online quizzes based on the following three 
Commerce topics: 

     - Personal Finance 
     - Investing 
     - Political Involvement 
        - Each quiz asks 50 multiple choice questions. At the  
           end students are given a mark and are able to  
           review the questions and check answers. Students who  
           achieve a High Distinction have their school added to  
           the Top Schools page. Go to www.commercequiz.com. 
 

 

http://www.commercequiz.com/


Effective assessment tasks 

• What makes an effective Commerce 
assessment task? 



Effective assessment tasks 

• Type of task 
• Topic assessed 
• Weighting 
• Out of...... 
• Due date, what time?, where? 
• Outomes addressed 
• Rubric – “In your answer you will be assessed 
       on how well you.......”  
         - Should focus on what students know and 
           understand, how they communicate 
           and their research skills. 
• Question with clear directive term/s/verb/s 
• Length 
• Marking criteria ( including how well student has referenced 
       information researched in the case of a hand-in task) 
           - Should have clear links to outcomes, rubric and question. 

 



Sample assessment tasks 

• Shopping centre assessment task 
• Investing assessment task 
• James Hardie Industries and Asbestos Disease 
    assessment task 
• “Our Economy” assessment task 
• Company research assessment task 
• “90 points” assessment task 
• Political involvement assessment task 
• Towards independence assessment task 
• Topic test assessment task 



Excursions 

• NSW Parliament House 

• Federal Parliament House 

• Police and Justice Museum 

• Courts 

• Reserve Bank of Australia – Museum 

    of Australian Currency Notes ( Martin Place) 

• North Sydney Council Mock Council Program 



Incursions 

• Police 
• StartSmart 
    - SmartEarning (Years 9-11) 

- SmartSaving (Years 9 -11) 
- SmartSpending (Years 9 – 11) 
- SmartInvesting (Years 9 – 11) 
- SmartEnterprise (Years 9 – 11) * Coming  soon 

      
• Legal Aid NSW – BURN Workshop 
     ( Crime prevention project for young people 
        about group offending) 
      On the BURN website you can watch the BURN film. 

 



Competitions 

• CPA PYOE Competition 

     - Past winning business plans in past 

        editions of “The EBE Journal” – see 

        EBE NSW website. 

• Money Stuff Competition 

• “What Matters?” writing competition 

       – Whitlam Institute ( see March 2014 EBE e-newsletter) 



BOSTES Document – “Advice on 
Programming and Assessment” 

• Contains two assessment tasks: 
     - Consumer Choice : 
         - Comparing internet shopping sites 
            with retail shopping outlets. 
      - Political Involvement: 
          - Write a petition to present to an  
             appropriate level of govt. re a  
             political issue and what action the govt. 
             should take. Use model of the petition 
             on NSW Parliament website. 
                



Commerce – Assessment Tasks and Work 
Samples on the BOSTES Assessment 

Resource Centre 
• arc.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/go/sc/commerce/activities/ 
• Here you will find a range of Commerce assessment tasks  
     and work samples: 
     - Comparing Internet Shopping Sites 
     - Investing Money – Shares 
     - Comparing Credit Cards 
     - Letter – Compulsory Voting 
     - Planning Travel – Australian Tour 
     - Plan a Small Business 
      



Feedback 

• Feedback should be given in a way which 
motivates the learner and helps students  

    to understand that mistakes are part of  
    learning and can lead to improvement. 
• Individualise feedback – use the student’s 
    name, praise the student if they have 
    received a higher mark compared to the 
    last exam. 
• Be clear on strengths, weaknesses and how 
    a student could improve. 
 
 
 



Feedback 

• Annotate the marking criteria – students are 

    more likely to refer to the marking criteria 

    when trying to understand their mark if you 

    have referred to it. 

• Refer to the directive terms in the question. 

    E.g. Maria, you need to fully answer 

            to the verb in the question – “explain”. 

            Your response is more of an outline. 



Feedback 

• General comments can also be given to the 
class about what was done well and what 

    needs improvement. 

• Use your schools award program to recognise 

    students who have achieved “ Band 6” results 

    and those who have shown a great 
improvement/commitment to the task. 


